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2017 Board Members 
President:    Willy Wiley  (203) 426-9208   wwiley@ctvalley.org   Vice President:  Joe Robinson   jrobinson@ctvalley.org   
Secretary:   John Bate  jbate@ctvalley.org   Treasurer:  jerri Wiley  (203) 426-9208    jwiley@ctvalley.org

Members-At-Large  Jonathan Bisset  jbisset@ctvalley.org  Danielle Cartolano, Newsletter Editor  dcartolano@ctvalley.org  
Heather Centrella hcentrella@ctvalley.org  Roger Chartier, Advertising rchartier@ctvalley.org  Fred Landwehr flandwehr@
ctvalley.org  Bob Morin  bmorin@ctvalley.org  Dave Mucciacciaro  dmucciacciaro@ctvalley.org  Dave Ortoli, Street Survival 
Chair  dortoli@ctvalley.org  Joe Robinson, Membership Chair  jrobinson@ctvalley.org

                                                                      Robert Ira Pravder   Kourosh Malekan    Patrik Norrby       

                                                                           Patrick Yuen  William Robert Chartouni    James Ball

Edward W Gargano    Cheryl lee Graef    Peter Agapoglou    Fred Sillner   Al Alper   

Dan Bergeron   Nick Wilmot    Jessica Angier    Ken Angier    Sean Grathwohl    Matt Blume

Michael Santacroce   Benjamin Tarlow    Luke Dalton   William Fuscaldo  Rob Orlando  

Dale Whitney    Mark Joseph Sullivan    Margaret Caffrey Sullivan    John Joseph Feighery

John Loughney    Swinderjeet Singh    Igor Martynenko    G Brayton Dresser

Tim Thompson    Carey A. White    Aminder Singh   Bertrand Henderson    Jordan Tresser  

John Thomas Zito    Theodora Kyratsous    Megan Simonian   Robert Proctor    

Robert Potash    Jeffrey Scott    Jordan J Maire   Glenn Peters    Andrey Omelich

Anthony John DelVecchio  Mark DelVecchio   Andrea Goldstein    Bruce Goldstein

Justin Lott    Craig Kennedy    Vincent Guercio    Thomas R Sill    Fred Ortoli

Carl Gromala        Alex Butterworth   James Anouna    Jade-Roy Huntington    

Richard Leamon    Jeannot Joseph Jonas   Michal Kaczmarczyk    Luigi Maccone

Michael Joseph Capozza   Paul Rojas  Will Lorenz    Preston A Lorenz     Michael Bank

Lina Dyshleuk    Steven Delvalle    Mike Delvelle   Jenna Rutz     Jaxon Medvecky

Daniel Rapley    David D Crall    David Poremba    Colin M Gurry   Richard Grefe   

Thomas Tyler   Mikaila Syman    Natalie Sedor    Kellie Salmond   Olivia Mendlinger

Daniel Parker   Kate Parker    Christopher Nielsen   Kristina Nielson     James Brenia

Aimee McCarthy   Ethan Markesich

New Members  

Welcome!  
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The cover image is a slightly modified version of the “BMW 
3.0 CSL (Motorsport Edition)” print by Guy Allen, via Pin-
terest. The DZ’s compositor is Iggy Makarevich of Cos Cob.

Die Zeitung is published quarterly by the BMW CCA Connecticut Valley 
Chapter, P.O.Box 432, Hartford, CT 06141

This newsletter and all of it’s content shall remain the sole property of the 
BMW CCA Connecticut Valley Chapter, Inc. All information supplied 
herein is provided by and exclusively for the members of the Club.

The Club is in no way associated with the importer, BMW NA, or any 
other agents of the Bayerische Motoren Werke AktienGesellschaft, 
Munchen, Freistaat Bayern, Deutschland.

The Club assumes no liability for and of the information presented herein. 
It should be noted that, unless so stated, none of the information bears the 
status of “Factory Approved.” The ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed 
herein are those of the authors and are not necessarily endorsed by the 
Club. No authentication is implied by the editor or publisher. Modifications 
to vehicles within the warranty period may void the warranty, in part or in 
full. Permission is hereby granted to reproduce any material herein provided 
full credit is given to the author and the Connecticut Valley Chapter.

 
Membership in the BMW Car Club of America is $48.00 yearly and 
includes a one year subscription to Roundel, the national publication of the 
club and to Die Zeitung, the publication of the Connecticut Valley Chapter. 
Associate membership is available for $10.00 per year and does not receive 
publications.

To join, write or go online:
BMW CCA, Inc. 640 South Main Street, Greensville, SC 29601
phone: 864.250.0022 fax: 864.250.0038 membership: 800.878.9292 www.
bmwcca.org

Articles and other materials intended for inclusion in Die Zeitung should be 
sent to DZ@CTValley.org. Copyright information must be included with all 
items submitted for publication.

Subscription Information

Annual Rates are as follows.
Full page - $1,295.40
Half page - $785.40
Quarter page - $479.40
Business card - $285.60
Full color camera ready art 
should be emailed to  
Roger Chartier at 
RChartier@CTValley.org

Advertising Information

DZ Information

The DZ is published in full color and distributed electronically to our  
members and the public. It reaches over 2,200 enthusiastic BMW Club 
members and receives views from all over the world. We provide URL links 
to our advertisers websites directly from the eZine.
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Chapter events may be photographed or recorded and 
subsequent images published in the Chapter newsletter 
or other BMW CCA publications. Attendance at 
Chapter events constitutes permission by all participants 
for public release of images from the event.

President’s Column

Here I am again writing another column. 

I don’t know if the last one for the year is any easier to 
write than the first one. In either case, writing this col-
umn is part of the job.

As I wrote before Dave Rich had left his position as the 
Driving Event Chairman and has passed the leadership 
to another member. Pat Delany has stepped up to take 
over from Dave and has already gotten his feet wet by 
running our last driver’s school at Palmer. 

In his initial talk with your chapter’s board members 
at our November meeting, Pat expressed his desire to 
continue and possibly increase the number of track days 
for us.

Since this letter will be going out in the same DZ issue 
with the ballot, please take the time to go over the list of 
candidates on it. 

Many of the members have been on the board for a 
long time, so please consider helping out more this year 
on running events, so we can get you involved and give 
some of us a break.

That being said, I hope to see you at one of our events 
next year.

Willy

Use of Images Statement
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2018 ANNUAL

DINNER MEETING

February 3rd ~ 6pm 

The 2018 Annual Dinner and Election Meeting will be held at Maneeley’s beautiful Lodge 
in South Windsor, CT. Their rustic setting with fabulous food and flair draws us back every year! 

Cocktail hour begins at 6pm with delectable hot and cold hors d’oeuvres, followed by a delicious 
dinner at 7pm, announcement of the newly elected 2018 Board Members, and excellent 
entertainment, with door prizes throughout the evening.  

To attend, please sign-up at motorsportreg.com* or send checks made payable to BMW 
CCA-CVC in the amount of $40 per person to same at Box 432, Hartford, CT 06141 for receipt 
by January 27, 2018. Please include the attendee name(s), email address and member 
number {if applicable} with your check. While you do not need to be a member to attend, only chapter 
and associate members are eligible for door prizes.  

Cost:    $40.00 per person 
Date:   February 3, 2018 
Location:  The Lodge at Maneeley’s 
65 Rye Street, South Windsor, CT  06074 

Thank you! 

Want to have a great time, socialize with other wonderful members of the Chapter, 
get involved, make suggestions, meet the Board?!?  

For questions, email hcentrella@ctvalley.org 
*Sign-up begins Nov. 1, 2017

This year we are delighted to announce, guest speaker, Bill Howard!  
Bill is a former newsletter editor of the Connecticut Valley Chapter's Die Zeitung 
in the 1970s-1980s while working for the Springfield (Mass.) Newspapers. For 
three decades he also wrote the End Piece column for Roundel and was news 
editor, writing Roundel Briefs. He has also been executive editor of PC Magazine 
and chair of Cornell Alumni Magazine. He is currently senior writer for Motor 

Come participate in 
 this enjoyable evening!! 

 
ExtremeTech, focusing on automotive technology such as autonomous 
driving, safety, infotainment, and driver assists. Bill is president of the 
International Motor Press Association. He currently owns a 1993 318i 
on its last legs and a 2000 5 Series. Bill used the occasion of Oktoberfest 
1983 to propose to his now-wife, Gwen, in the foothills of the Colorado 
Rockies. They live in Watchung, NJ.  

Magazine  and  contributing  editor  to  PCMag.com / 
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 In Memory...
Sadly, we lost two long-time CVC members at the end of October.  If you have ever 
attended a Holiday Party, a Humpa Picnic or an Annual Dinner, you may have met 
Ken Watson.  He primarily attended the Chapter’s social events.  Ken was the kind 
of gentleman who was so excited about the chance to meet and speak with fellow 
members about his favorite subject (BMWs) that he typically was the first person to 
arrive at an event.   His passion for BMW was obvious when you spoke with him, 
and he enjoyed letting you know what the latest tweak was on his current BMW.  Ken 
drove newer models and usually had made some tasteful modifications through the 
BMW M Performance catalog to give his car just a bit more performance or a little 
bit of extra style over the stock model. 

Ken was also a proud Navy veteran and could oftentimes be seen wearing a Navy baseball cap.  I never spoke with 
Ken about his service, it was always about BMWs, at least from my experience, but you knew that cap meant a lot 
to him.   He wasn’t a shy man, walking up to any member at events and striking up a conversation, and I’m sure 
those who met him over the years will remember him.

Only a few days after we lost Ken, Tom Ryan lost his battle with cancer.  
Unlike Ken, Tom’s interests were more in the driving events, particularly 
Driver’s Schools where he had been an Instructor for many years.  
In fact, I’d venture to say that many of our current Instructors probably 
had Tom as an Instructor at one time or another.  Tom also served a 
long tenure as our trackside tech coordinator as well as being a Tire Rack 
Street Survival coach, helping new teen drivers to become safer on our 
roads. 

Tom’s track car was a highly modified, but well sorted out silver E36 M3 
that he used to bring in a nicely equipped enclosed trailer.  Beneath his 
silvery-white mustache, there was always a smile, even when discussing 
the current state of the awful disease that claimed his life.  In recent 
years, he certainly had his ups and downs, with successful treatments 
resulting in cancer-free periods, only for it to return and require more or 
different treatments, but through it all, he was always cheerful and 
remained positive. 

I will miss Tom, and the paddock will be different next year without him 
inviting folks into his trailer for some shade or relief from the rain, or for 
some shop talk about how things were going with their Student or their Instructor.  And to make things worse, 
Tom was engaged to be married next Spring to his loving girlfriend Georgette, who more often than not also 
accompanied him to the track, and she typically could be found volunteering at Tire Rack Street Survival events, 
as well.

I don’t know if Ken and Tom ever met, as their BMW interests differed, but both certainly enjoyed their BMW 
experiences.  Our condolences go out to the family and friends of both Ken and Tom.   

Bob Morin
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The 44th Annual Humpa picnic was a great 
success. The weather was bright, sunny and 
warm.  The event was well attended as always 
with 89 registered attendees. 

For some, this was their first CVC event. 
I hope the experience encouraged them to 
attend more chapter events in the future.

The food was well received. The CT 
Valley Chapter provided the usual 
offerings of Knockwurst, Bratwurst, 
Weisswurst, hot dogs and hamburgers. All 
members who attended brought a salad or 
dessert to share with the crowd. The variety 
of salads and desserts are always pleasing. 

All adult attendees were encouraged to 
donate $5.00 to the Lewy Body Dementia 
Association. Thanks to your generosity, we 
raised $577.00 towards the cause.

Door prizes were plentiful thanks to 
Detailbest.com and Perfect Auto Image 
whose generous donations of door prizes 
made it possible for all members to leave with 
goodies. 

Thanks to Tony’s Imported Auto Service for 
providing the Oktoberfest beer as they have 
for as long as I can remember. 

Thank you to the CVC board members who 
make these events possible.

- Jonathan Bisset

The 44th Annual 
Humpa Picnic
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What Do These Numbers Mean?
What is the significance of the numbers 11, 17 and 489?  They sum up the results of the efforts to help teenagers 
become better, safer drivers thru the Tire Rack Street Survival program.  Since the Connecticut Valley Chapter 
started participating in the program in 2007, we now have put on 17 schools involving 489 students over the past 
11 years.  Let’s look at a little recap of the history.

The first school was held in June of 2007 on the grounds of the Hartford Insurance Company, with 23 students 
participating in this inaugural event.  The site then changed to Rentschler Field for a few years.
Spring of 2011 was a major event, as Street Survival national headquarters had made contact with Consumer Re-
ports, who agreed to host a school at their Auto Test Facility in Colchester, CT.  This was a major event, with Bill 
Wade from National and Tire Rack people in attendance.  The year 2011 also marked the first year in which CVC 
sponsored 2 schools, with the second being held at the Rock Cats stadium in New Britain.

Starting in 2013, we have had the great fortune of holding all of our Street Survival schools at the Consumer Re-
ports facility.  This amazing facility has plenty of space to safely set up our courses, and an attractive area for class-
room and lunch.  However, it is the staff that makes this a special place.  They put in a great deal of effort before, 
during, and after the event, and their enthusiasm and support rivals that of the CVC staff.  I believe that we have 
one of the best sites in the entire country for our schools.  We can’t thank Consumer Reports enough.

Considering the part of the country that we live in, we have been extremely fortunate with Mother Nature being 
kind to us.  Yes, we have had a few days where it was chilly to start with, or where we had some showers for part of 
the day.  However, we have never had to suffer through an entire day of bad weather.  In 2015 though, we did end 
up cancelling the Fall school because of a strong threat of a hurricane.  (Of course, the hurricane then promptly 
changed course and didn’t hit Connecticut!)

The parents of the students are also our very strong supporters.  We have had multiple cases where 2 or 3 siblings 
from the same family have taken the course over the years, after the parents saw the value of the school with the 
eldest.  We have had students come from as far away as Pennsylvania, and also from New York, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and New Jersey.  We have even had parents join our staff after attending a school with their child.

Speaking of staff, there are many words to describe them – enthusiastic, hard-working, supportive and dedicated 
are just a few that come to mind.  The parent evaluation forms consistently praise the staff for their friendliness, 
helpfulness and knowledge.  Many of them have been helping out for a long time.  They make my job as coordi-
nator so easy and they know what needs to be done so well that the school can even run without me, which was 
proven this past fall.  I don’t have enough words to thank them for what they do.
The year 2017 marked the next step in the evolution of our safe driving program.  Based upon multiple requests, 
we held an adult car control clinic in July.  Twelve people had a great time running thru the exercises to learn the 
limits of both their vehicles and themselves.  We are planning on holding another adult clinic this year, along with 
the traditional spring and fall Street Survival programs.

In closing, I am very proud to be associated with these safe driving programs, and grateful for the chapter’s strong 
support.  We have made over 500 people better, safer drivers, promoted a strong positive image of the club and 
chapter, and had fun doing it.  Please give us your support by telling your friends with teens, school groups, and 
church groups about the program so that more teens will have the opportunity to enroll in this program.

Dave Ortoli
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BMW CCA FOUNDATION CORNER
Since 2015, Sheila and I have been coordinating a national group of volunteers who are passionate about helping 
the BMW CCA Foundation achieve their goals.  This group, now numbering over 50, are known as BMW CCA 
Foundation Ambassadors.  Your Connecticut Valley Chapter, has three.  In addition to Sheila and I, Dave Boone 
has been very helpful in getting the word out about the Foundation, volunteering at Tire Rack Street Survival 
events, helping at our Chapter booth at BMW CCA Days at Lime Rock Park during the IMSA weekend, and 
generally engaging with Chapter members at events which he attends.  Additionally, he has approached his 
employer and managed to get the Foundation’s Street Survival Program onto a list of recipients of funds from 
them, that they have set aside for groups that do good things in the community.

We recently added a new Ambassador nationally, Brad Purvis of the Tidewater Chapter.  Brad was excited enough 
to get going that he penned an article about the Foundation for his local Chapter Newsletter.  As I couldn’t have 
said it better myself, and as many members still seem unsure what it is that the Foundation does or is, with his 
permission, here are some excerpts:

The BMW Car Club of America Foundation has been around for over 15 years now, but many of our mem-
bers are still unaware of its purpose, programs or the services offered by the Foundation. The Foundation 
was formed in Greenville, SC in March of 2002 as a 501(c)(3) charity. The purpose of the BMW CCA Foun-
dation is to serve as a living repository of BMW information and to establish programs to benefit BMW 
owners and the general public.

The Foundation maintains a Triad of initiatives in support of its mission:
The Street Survival Teen Driving Safety Program
The Library, Archives and Museum Program
The Conservation and Preservation Program

The TireRack® Street Survival Teen Driving Safety Program was one of the first initiatives of the Founda-
tion. The premise of Street Survival is “learning by doing.” It is a hands-on course for students from age 
15 to 20 taught by experienced instructors both on the course and in the classroom. This is not “Drivers 
Ed,” nor anything like it. The program teaches students to think and look ahead while exploring the proper 
techniques to steer, brake and escape an accident while training in their own cars (they do not have to be 
BMWs).  To find out more about Street Survival visit: http://www.streetsurvival.org.

The Foundation Library, Archives and Museum are currently located at 190 Manatee Court in Greer, SC 
(next door to the BMW Performance Center). The goal of the Archive is to “…maintain a historical archive 
of all things BMW and BMW Car Club related and to make available to the public technical, historic and 
general information on BMW automobiles and BMW related organizations.” The program creates a reposi-
tory for BMW related historical documents, literature and paraphernalia, providing club members access to 
rare and interesting artifacts while insuring their continued existence. The Museum is generally open from 
9:00am to 4:00pm most weekdays; however, they do close during certain special events and most holidays, 
so it’s a good idea to call first: 864-329-1919. You can learn more about the Foundation’s Library, Archive 
and Museum program, much of which is now online, here: https://bmwccafoundation.org/about/programs/
library-archives-and-museum/

continued ...
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BMW CCA FOUNDATION CORNER (cont’d)

continued on page 16
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The Foundation’s Conservation and Preservation Program ensures the objects 
in the Archives and Museum are maintained to a condition that makes these      Volume 46 Number 1 
objects accessible to enthusiasts. The Foundation has over 50,000 objects in its 
inventory. At least 95% of their objects are in good to excellent condition. The preservation program focuses 
on ensuring these objects remain in that condition. The Foundation also has objects that require conserva-
tion. These are typically items of historical significance that require repair, restoration or renewal. 

Some objects can be restored in house while others require professional restoration. Before undergoing res-
toration, the Conservation and Preservation Committee reviews the cost/benefit of the restoration in light 
of the object’s historical significance.

Heroes of Bavaria:
75 Years of BMW Motorsport: 

The BMW CCA Foundation Museum, in partnership with BMW of North America and private collectors 
from coast to coast, is now displaying 22 exceptionally rare and legendary examples of Bavarian Motorsport 
from a 1937 BMW 328 Roadster to a Williams F22 Formula One car. The exhibition runs through January 11, 
2018.

Several Chapter members have visited this amazing exhibit and all have been very impressed.  If you are 
traveling through the Greenville - Spartanburg area, you should plan to visit.  And, as a final hurrah for this 
current exhibit, if you are fortunate enough to be in the area January 12th or 13th, there are two terrific op-
portunities to attend some exclusive events and have a wonderful BMW experience.

Get these dates into your calendar and plan your travel...detailed information coming soon! 

A WEEKEND WITH HEROES 

Champagne Celebratio
 
n with Erik Wensberg 

Friday, January 12 5:00-7:00p 
At the Museum in Greenville, SC

Join former BMW Motorsport Manager and master storyteller Erik Wensberg, as he walks you through an 
incredible grouping of 24 legendary race cars, with 75 years of track history. Tickets include appetizers, beer 
and champagne, an all-new Heroes of Bavaria collectible, and chances to win other driver-signed items. $50/
person, all proceeds benefit Tire Rack® Street Survival®. 

An Evening with David Hobbs & Brian Redman
Saturday, January 13 6:30p 

At Thornblade Country Club in Greenville, SC   
Enjoy a personal, VIP experience with two BMW racing legends. You’ll enjoy a cocktail reception, dinner, and 
personal stories of racing in the golden age. You’ll be immersed in everything BMW, and all attendees will 
receive an exclusive, signed item only available on this special night. $200/person, all proceeds benefit Tire 
Rack® Street Survival®.
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BMW CCA FOUNDATION CORNER (cont’d)

Speaking of funding, the Foundation launched its Fund Raising Campaign at this year’s Oktoberfest. Your most 
recent Roundel included an insert explaining the program, how to donate and levels of donation. In the unlikely 
event you accidentally trashed the insert (I know you would not have done so on purpose) you can learn more and 
donate here: https://bmwchampions.org

There are different levels of giving, each with their own set of perks, which you can see using the provided link. 

Did you further know you can help fund the Foundation’s programs via Amazon Smile? If you are not aware of 
the Amazon Smile program, next time you purchase anything on Amazon type Amazon Smile in the search box 
first. Follow the directions to order via Amazon Smile and designate the BMW CCA Foundation as the charity 
you wish to donate to. A small portion of the proceeds from each purchase will go the BMW CCA Foundation.

Setting this up only takes a minute and it is a one-time process.  All items and prices are the same as “regular” 
Amazon, but future purchase should be made at smile.amazon.com.

The Foundation also maintains a store (http://bmwccafoundationstore.com) where you can support the Founda-
tion by purchasing such items as posters, models, clothing, and books, many Foundation exclusive, and also there 
are many signed items available to add to your collection.

I hope that this gives you a better idea of what the Foundation is and does.  If you would like any additional infor-
mation, please feel free to contact me at ambassador@bmwccafoundation.org.

Bob Morin
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BMW CCA
Connecticut Valley Chapter, Inc.
P.O.Box 432
Hartford, CT 06141

Dated Material Moving? Please notify BMW CCA directly at
BMW CCA, 640 South Main St., Greenville, SC 29601

TO:

 

Election Ballot ::: 2018 BMW CCA CVC Board of Directors

Required:  
Name __________________________Membership Number _________
(   ) Primary Member  (  ) Associate Member
 
President  (    )  Willy Wiley   (    ) _____________ VP:   (    )  Joe Robinson  (    ) _____________
Secretary: (    )  John Bate   (    ) _____________Treasurer:  (    )  Dave Ortoli  (    ) ___________

Members-At-Large:  Please vote for up to ten.
(    )    Danielle Cartolano      (    )    jerri Wiley     (    )    Bob Morin     (    ) ________________
(    )    Dave Mucciacciaro      (    )    Pat Delany     (    )    Roger Chartier     (    ) ________________  
(    )    Heather Centrella       (    )    Jonathan Bisset    (    ) ______________   (    ) ______________
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